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The year 2020 started out with great expectations with the usual new year 

resolutions, a growing economy, record low unemployment and the promise of 

nothing but a brilliant year.  That gave way to a virus that can only be compared to 

the pandemic of 1918.  Lives were endangered (or lost), jobs were lost, the 

economy faltered, racial, political and social division rocked the country, and 

worship was restricted to our homes or cars.  It was like one, long, bleak winter. 

 

We are not the first to have experienced the challenges of bleak winter.  In 1872, 

just 7 years after the end of the Civil War and on the heals of a recession that 

would launch an international the next year, Christina Rossetti wrote the poem, In 

The Bleak Midwinter, which was quickly published and later put to music.  Her 

powerful words about the impact of winter interrupted by the birth of Jesus has had 

an impact ever since.  

 

In 2008, In the Bleak Midwinter was rated the number one Christmas carol in a 

poll of choirmasters conducted by BBC Music magazine, beating out Silent Night, 

O Come All Ye Faithful, and all the others.  "While some of the carols nominated 

may seem unfamiliar, does any other song get to the very heart of Christmas as 

understatedly but effectively as In the Bleak Midwinter?" said Jeremy Pound, 

deputy editor of BBC Music Magazine.  He added that the carol, based on 

Christina Rosetti's poem of 1872, was "nigh-on perfect as a carol text".  "There's 

the winter cold, the coming of Christ, the description of the nativity scene and, 

finally, that 'What shall I give him?' moment of self-reflection. And then there's the 

music," he said. 1 

 

It seems only fitting for our Advent devotional this year that we journey through 

The Bleak Midwinter.  All of us have experienced a winter, of sorts, in our lives.  

But into that darkness comes a child, born in a manger, bringing light and warmth 

to our world and our lives.  Join us as we journey to the manger, leaving the bleak 

midwinter behind! 

 

 

 

 
1 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/arts_and_culture/7752029.stm 



Sunday, November 29 The First Sunday of Advent 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Matthew 24:3-13   

Reflection: “The love of many will grow cold.”  Sit with Jesus’s words for a moment.  

Consider how these words act as a warning to us in these cold, dark days. How might we fight 

the temptation toward bitterness and hardened hearts?  How might we obtain the courage to stay 

vulnerable in relationships in this season?  The answer, of course, is Jesus.  Meditate for a 

moment on scenes of Jesus’s love.  These may be scenes from the Gospels, or they may be 

scenes from your own life.  Let the love he has shown the world, and the love he has shown 

you, enable you to love others. 

Prayer: Lord of Advent, Christmas and Easter, this past year we have seen quarantines, illness, 

deaths, civil unrest, racial division, and political strife.  Yet just as you warned your disciples 

long ago not to be misled or frightened, strengthen us as we journey towards Christmas and 

revisit the message of Immanuel, God with us.  For in the birth of the Christ child we know we 

may endure to the end with a promise of abundant life.  Amen. 

 

Monday, November 30 The First Monday of Advent 

Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Genesis 1:1  

Reflection: Caring for the planet is overwhelming.  We create waste that remains in landfills 

for multiple generations to come, we hear about our carbon footprint, and we sometimes don’t 

know where to begin.  It all becomes overwhelming such that one may be tempted to just quit in 

one’s attempts to make things better for God’s Earth.  To avoid this burnout, we must be 

renewed in our love for God’s revelation found in nature.  This revelation can be found in 

meditating on the heavens - taking the time to appreciate the shape of the clouds that saunter 

upon the sky.  This revelation may be found in savoring the warm apple cider simmering on the 

stove, crafted from God’s bounty.  Wherever we locate joy in creation, we are renewed by 

God’s Spirit to care for creation from a place of love.     

Prayer: Creator God, you took a formless void and created a beautiful planet we call home.  

Out of nothing you gave us breath and the gift of life.  Help us not to take this Earth for granted 

but to value every moment that you have given us.  And as we live, may we lighten the burdens 

of others so that in joy and challenges of the Advent season, we may all be drawn back to you, 

our Creator.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, December 1 The First Tuesday of Advent 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Isaiah 55:9-10 

Reflection: The Lord has a mysterious way of multiplying the good that we do in the world.  

It’s an economy in which the donations we give to important causes, the favors we do for our 

neighbors, and the acts of mercy we show to our loved ones create a ripple effect of good within 

the world.  Our God in Christ uses good to create more good, often in mysterious ways that we 

don’t necessarily witness.  Good is used by God to create more good, leading to a harvest of 

goodness that reminds us: in our Lord’s eyes, no good deed goes unnoticed. 

Prayer:  Nurturing God, we may plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, but all 

good gifts are sent from you for without the rain, the snow, the warmth of the sun, and the love 

of your very Son, we would be left helpless.  So much of what you do remains a mystery but 

this we know, that we are grateful for all of your love.  Most especially for the promised coming 

of the Christ.  Amen.  

 

Wednesday, December 2 The First Wednesday of Advent 

In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 

Scripture Reading:   Job 38:29-30  

Reflection: The image of God carrying ice within God’s womb and birthing frost is a surprising 

one.  But, it leaves no question as to the magnitude of the Lord whom we worship.  We worship 

a God who existed before cold, before frozen lakes, before bitter winds, and before freezing 

temperatures.  It is worthwhile, as we find in Job, for us to sit with the largeness and the 

mystery of this God.  We then move from that mystery into Advent’s revelation: the God of 

eternity is the same God who is revealed in the person of Jesus Christ who will come again to 

make this world new.  Wow! 

Prayer: Like your servant Job, there are times when in our innocent arrogance we somehow 

think we can understand you.  We can make snow for skiers and somehow think we are masters 

of nature, but from where do we get the water?  We think we can control disease, until a Covid 

virus arrives from twelve time zones away.  Forgive our childlike innocence and guide us to 

treasure the mystery of you and your majesty, most especially the mystery of how you came to 

earth on Christmas morning.  Guide us to prepare our hearts for the coming of the ultimate 

mystery and savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday, December 3 The First Thursday of Advent  

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Acts 17:24-28  

Reflection: We live in a sanctuary!  With the death of Jesus on the cross, the curtain of the 

Holy of Holies in the Temple was torn.  With this divine action, the presence of God is seen let 

loose throughout the world.  Where might you see this Creating God today?  Perhaps it’s a grey 

day, perhaps it is gloomy, perhaps the sun is shining - God is to be worshiped there!  How 

might you worship God today?  Perhaps you might sing along to worship music, take a prayer 

walk, or speak softly to the Lord within your heart.  Whatever you do, may it be done to the 

glory of the One who made heaven and earth! 

Prayer: Ever present Lord, this past year we were prevented from worshipping you in your 

sanctuary, or were we?  Help us to remember the lesson that was so humbly learned, that you 

cannot be contained in a building made with human hands but rather know that the whole 

canopy of the heavens is your tabernacle.  As followers not just of Advent and Christmas, but 

also Easter, may we worship you wherever we may be as we journey once again to the story of 

Bethlehem.  Amen. 

 

Friday, December 4 The First Friday of Advent 

Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Matthew 24:32-35  

Reflection: It is said that the only constant is change.  Isn’t that so true!  Yet there is one thing 

that never changes: the Word of God.  The Word is revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord and Savior.  He is, as revealed in the Greek word eucharisteo, thanksgiving, joy, and 

grace.  These things never change.  Rely on him today.  Lean upon his steadfastness.  Embrace 

his thanksgiving, joy, and grace, in spite of and because of the challenges that you are facing. 

Prayer: Our God who was, who is, who is yet to come, things seem to be so temporary.  We 

have watched as loved, some young and many old, passed away from an unseen enemy this last 

year.  We have watched hard working people lose reliable jobs while small and large companies 

that seemed invincible close their doors.  Help us to cherish what is permanent and eternal, you 

and your Word.  May your Word teach and guide us as we seek to follow the Word that became 

flesh on Christmas morn.  Amen. 

   

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, December 5 The First Saturday of Advent 

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed… 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 2:6-7  

Reflection: A pandemic Christmas gives us the opportunity to look for the Christ Child in 

unexpected places, just as he was born in an unexpected place all those years ago.  How will we 

know when we find this unexpected place?  Like the manger, the unexpected places are humble.  

They are simple.  They are places where we find the poor and the oppressed.  They are places 

which emanate with beauty in the midst of great strife.  They are, in short, places short on 

material resources but full of the hope of the Lord.  Where will you seek and see the Lord Jesus 

this Advent and Christmas season? 

Prayer: Humble Lord, we look for a savior in all the wrong places be it in our wallets, our 

physicians, our education, or even in ourselves.  If Christ were to be born today, we would 

probably be quick to look in a hospital or even the back of an ambulance but, like the people of 

faith 2,000 years ago, we confess that we probably would miss him.  May we have eyes to see 

the mangers of today be it under a bridge, in a homeless camp or perhaps in a remote village of 

a country whose name we’ve never known.  Open our eyes that we may see where the manger 

of today exists, so that we may better serve a king born in humble estate, who came so that ALL 

may have life and have it to the fullest.  Amen. 

 

Sunday, December 6 The Second Sunday of Advent 

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
Scripture Reading:   Romans 10:9-13  

Reflection: Happy Easter!  Sound strange?  In the church, every Sunday is Easter because 

every Sunday is a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is good for us to be 

reminded that the baby born in the manger is the same baby who goes on to heal the sick, feed 

the hungry, buddy up to sinners, and ultimately die for the sake of the world before going on to 

rise on Easter morning.  We keep this rising at the center of our theology regardless of the 

season, even and especially as we celebrate our Savior’s birth.    

Prayer: Saving God, we live in a world that has in many ways replaced our Savior with other 

saviors.  Help us in our journey to the birth of Christ to open our hearts to your Spirit so that our 

hearts and mouths will proclaim the faith in a baby born on Christmas but who would die on 

Good Friday and defeat death for us on Easter morning.  May we not shy away from sharing the 

reason for the season we now celebrate.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday, December 7 The Second Monday of Advent 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and day… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Joshua 1:8  

Reflection: When was the last time you took a deep breath?  Let’s take a moment for that now.  

Count slowly to five as you inhale.  Hold your breath for a count to three.  Exhale slowly as you 

count to five.  Try this again and pray silently.  On the inhale, perhaps say in your mind the first 

half of the Jesus prayer, “Jesus Christ, Son of God,” and on the exhale say in your mind the 

second half, “have mercy on me.”  Repeat.  This is a way to slow down, meditate on the Word, 

and to grow in relationship with your Savior. 

   

Prayer: Timeless Lord, our lives seemed to be so busy and rushed that had we been there the 

night of our savior’s birth, we would probably have been too busy to have noticed the whimper 

of a child in a manger let alone take time to bring him our gift of praise and adoration.  Help us 

to find time to meditate on your Word, to grow in our knowledge and faith of you, and be 

drawn closer to the Christ.  Knowing your Word, may we live the life we profess this Advent 

and beyond.  Amen. 

 

Tuesday, December 8 The Second Tuesday of Advent 

Breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 11:27-28   

Reflection: Prayer shawls act as a comfort as we pray.  They remind us of the comfort of Jesus.  

We can do this with any blanket or shawl we have, and you’re invited to do this now: wrap 

yourself in something warm that nurtures you.  Imagine that this comfort is the warmth of your 

God who loves you here, just as you are.  Take a moment to give thanks for the ways God has 

comforted you in your life, and for those people who have nurtured you along your way. 

Prayer: Like a caring mother, you have nurtured us through countless people in our lives.  

Moms, dads, relatives, neighbors, teachers, mentors, and so many others.  Yet, they are all 

human with strengths and frailties.  But when we take time to let you feed us through your 

Word, and follow where you lead, we can feel your blessing and presence, true Immanuel.  

Help us this Advent season to move from the bleak mid-winters of our lives and be drawn to the 

warmth and love of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, December 9 The Second Wednesday of Advent 

Enough for Him, whom angels fall before… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Hebrews 1:4-9    

Reflection: The Greek word for angel, angelos, means ‘messenger.’  Angels are messengers 

throughout the Old and New Testaments.  As Christians, we are each messengers.  The attitude 

we adopt, the words that we speak, the information that we share are all messages to the world 

of what it means to be a Christ follower.  Now is a good time to take inventory of what kind of 

message we typically send.  It is an opportunity to consider our conversations with others, and 

ascertain whether we were forces for God’s good in those discussions.  What messages are we 

sending in the way that we live our lives and communicate with others? 

    

Prayer: God of the angel armies, this time of year we hear and sing songs of angels.  From 

Angels We Have Heard on High to Angels from the Realms of Glory we sing of your angels.  

Your angels came as messengers, heralding the birth of Jesus.  May we, like the angels of 2,000 

years ago, be your messengers to the world today.  Pointing not to ourselves but to the baby that 

came from a manger that would grow to become the savior of the world.  Amen. 

 

Thursday, December 10 The Second Thursday of Advent 

The ox and ass and camel which adore. 
Scripture Reading:   Revelation 5:13 

Reflection: Animals are special to the kingdom of God!  This includes the dog you loved while 

growing up, the cat who tears apart your furniture, and the squirrel who steals all your bird seed.  

God created all of these creatures, and they were all created to bring glory to God for the sake 

of God’s kingdom.  Animals are so important that the Lord bestows upon Adam the 

responsibility for naming the animals, and so important that they are present at the birth of the 

Savior.  In conjunction with appreciation for the glory all nature brings to the Lord, let us 

appreciate the animals whom God has created for God’s joy, as well as our own!     

 

Prayer: Lord God, we often sing the words, “All creatures of our God and King, lift up your 

voice and with us sing, alleluia.”  But often the words come out of our mouths without thought.  

All creation points to you and your glory, and even sings praises to you be it the budding of a 

flower, the crooning of a songbird, or the striking beauty of the seashore or the mountains 

covered in a blanket of snow.  May we join with all of creation in adoring and worshipping you 

each and every day, not just in Advent but all year long.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Friday, December 11 The Second Friday of Advent 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there… 

Scripture Readings:   Matthew 1:20-21, Luke 1:11-13, Luke 1: 26-30, Luke 2:9-10   

Reflection: We don’t necessarily hear from God all the time.  But there are ways that we may 

posture our lives to listen.  One of these ways is to curate silence in our lives.  We might drive 

with the car radio off, walk without earbuds in, or keep the television off when at home.  We 

can pray into the silence, asking for God to, in the words of Samuel, ‘speak for your servant is 

listening.’  This silence may be difficult, but most individuals eventually find themselves 

appreciating intentional silence and longing for more of it.  

 

Prayer: Communicating God, time and time again we have seen how you have spoken to your 

people be it to Abraham on a mountain, Moses in a bush, shepherds, or Joseph and Mary.  Even 

now you speak to us through your Word, through the love of those around us, even through 

nature itself.  Open our ears that we may hear, open our minds that we comprehend, open our 

hearts that we may be moved by the message you send us, drawing us closer to the babe born in 

a stable stall.  Amen. 

 

Saturday, December 12  The Second Saturday of Advent 

Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Isaiah 6:1-5  

Reflection: To quote Hamlet, ‘there are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are 

dreamt of in your philosophies.’  Those things include six-winged seraphim that proclaim 

forgiveness with the touch of a coal.  This reminds us that God’s kingdom is mysterious, 

fantastical, and gracious.  It also reminds us that we are in need of the grace given by God.  You 

are invited to come before God’s throne of grace, in awe, to be honest about who you are and 

the forgiveness you require.      

Prayer: Grace-filled God, like the prophet Isaiah who replied that he was a man of unclean lips, 

the more we learn about you the more we recognize our own shortcomings and failures.  Just as 

Isaiah experienced your forgiveness when the seraphim touched his lips with the coal, may we 

experience your forgiveness through the miracle of Christmas and Easter, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, December 13  The Third Sunday of Advent 

But His mother only, in her maiden bliss… 
 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 1:39-56 

Reflection: Mary’s bliss is rooted in Mary’s strength.  She takes on motherhood as a woman 

living an occupied territory, traveling to be with her family, and proclaiming a manifesto that 

turns conventional wisdom upside down.  Mary is not a simpleton, but is strong and perceptive.  

She is devout and obedient, even as she is brave and bold.  Where humanity sees an 

unremarkable teenage girl, the Lord sees the mother of God.  May we endeavor to look upon all 

those whom we meet through the lens of a God who sees individuals differently than humans 

do. 

 

Prayer: All powerful Lord, we are reminded that you do not choose the qualified but qualify 

the chosen be they Abraham, Joseph, Esther, Joshua or even Jesus’ mother, Mary.  But may we, 

like Mary when she learned of her blessed pregnancy, allow our hearts to magnify you, our 

Lord.  Like an ideal mother’s love for her child, may our love for your Son grow with every 

passing day.  Amen. 

 

Monday, December 14  The Third Monday of Advent 

Worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
 

Scripture Reading:   Hebrews 13:15-16   

Reflection: The actions of our lips reflect the reality of our hearts and our minds.  Think about 

the ways that you have used your lips throughout the past day.  Did you use your lips to speak 

well of others?  Did you use your lips to spread negativity?  Did your lips build the world up, or 

participate in tearing the world down?  Did your lips contribute to good sharing with others?  

As we consider Mary loving baby Jesus with her kisses, we may consider how we may use our 

lips in glorifying Jesus ourselves.   This is the case when we use our lips to forgive, to 

encourage, to speak kind words in unkind situations, to express compassion in the midst of 

hatred.  We are invited to open our lips so that our mouths may proclaim God’s praise. 

 

Prayer: God of love, you alone know the fullness of love and have given us only a glimpse of 

true love for our feeble minds to know.  But oh how beautiful is true love, the most perfect 

being in your son Jesus who taught us to love others as he has loved us.  Help each of us to 

praise you continually, growing in love of you, but also showing God-like love in our daily 

lives.  With our lips may we sing your never ending praises while doing the Christ-like good 

sharing with others so that they may come to know the Christ child not just through our faith 

but also our actions.  Amen.  

 

 



Tuesday, December 15 The Third Tuesday of Advent 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 

 

Scripture Reading:   Matthew 25:34-40  

Reflection: Christmas tends to be an expensive season.  Like Scrooge at the end of A Christmas 

Carol, we seek to be generous with our resources.  One wonders how it is different in this 

pandemic year.  We learn that the greatest gifts are the gifts of hospitality - being welcomed 

with dignity and warmth.  This is something to keep in mind in our mission work.  When we 

participate in or give to those in need, are we doing so in a way that shows Christian 

hospitality?  Are we building relationships with those we are serving?  Are we coming 

alongside those in need as brothers and sisters? 

  

Prayer: Praise-worthy God, every Advent we hear a song about a little drummer boy bringing a 

humble gift, the only gift he could give, his praise.  There is nothing that we could give to you 

that even begins to compare with what you have given us: life, health, family, and forgiveness 

and new life through Christ.  Accept this meager gift we have to offer, our sacrifice of praise.  

May we learn to praise you more and more with every passing day, not just in Advent.  Amen. 

 

Wednesday, December 16 The Third Wednesday of Advent 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 2:8-20   

Reflection: We have been blessed with the custody of our gaze.  This means that, in much of 

our day to day life, we decide where we are going to look.  In the case of the pandemic, we can 

look at all of the individuals who are being careless about protecting others, or we can choose to 

gaze on those who are working to make this world a safer place.  In the case of strife and 

divisions, we can look at those who enflame our worst tendencies, or we can gaze upon those 

who inspire our better angels.  We choose what we watch, to whom we give our attention, and 

to whom we offer our praise. 

 

Prayer: Shepherding God, we admit that there are times that, like the shepherds who shook 

with fear at the approach of the angels in the Christmas sky in Bethlehem, we too shake with 

anxiety over what we have seen.  Pandemics, social strife, racial division, financial struggles, 

health concerns and more.  But even as the poor and landless shepherds rushed to the manger-

side to catch a glimpse of the Messiah, we come to you to offer our praise and adoration for the 

gift of Christ.  May we, like the shepherds, spread the good news of what we have seen so that 

others may know the love of a child born humbly in a manger.  In that baby’s name we pray.  

Amen. 

 

 



Thursday, December 17 The Third Thursday of Advent 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Matthew 2:1-12  

Reflections:  We don’t know much about the wise men.  We don’t know exactly where they 

came from, how many wise men there were, or their names.  Almost everything we think we 

know is conjecture!  Except this: the wise men definitely were not Jewish.  They are a symbol 

that Jesus is born for all people, and that God’s love is for people all around the world 

regardless of their background or country of origin.  That love extends to people like us, as well 

as to people whom we find it difficult to love.     

 

Prayer: God of all people, Jew and Gentile, near and far, you provided a star in the sky to guide 

the wise men to the Christ child.  Thank you for guiding us to that same child through your 

Bible, our worship, our faith so that we too may come to know and worship Jesus.  Guide us to 

do our part in serving you, as you have given us the gift to do so.  And may our gifts be pleasing 

in your sight this day and indeed, every day.  Amen. 

 

Friday, December 18 The Third Friday of Advent 

Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 
 

Scripture Reading:   Mark 12:28-30  

Reflections:  What is the work of love for today?  As you look at the day ahead, where will you 

be?  Who will you meet?  What will you be doing?  How can you instill love into this day?   

 

Prayer: Life giving God, you breathed life into our bodies given life to our dry bones.  Through 

Christ, you have given us new life, a rebirth.  How can we possibly repay you for your gift to 

us?  Unlike the wise men, few of us can bring gifts of gold, frankincense or myrrh.  So we offer 

up to you the greatest gift of all, our hearts.  Accept our love, and help it to grow deeper and 

wider with every passing day.  In the name of the love that became flesh and dwelt among us, 

amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday, December 19 The Third Saturday of Advent 

In the bleak midwinter, a savior was coming for Jew and Gentile… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Matthew 1:1-16  

Reflections: The four women named in Jesus’s ancestry are unconventional choices.  One plays 

tricks, one spends her nights as a prostitute, one is an outsider to Israel, and another commits 

adultery.  All are valued by Matthew and included as notable names in the genealogy of the 

Lord.  This shows us that our Lord is loving and compassionate, and that we are called to the 

same love and compassion. 

 

Prayer: God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the midst of the darkness of the winters of our 

lives, you sent your son.  We praise you that Christ came not just for the Jews but for Tamar, 

Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba and all that call on the name of the Lord.  We are indeed a diverse 

humanity but, in our diversity, thank you for the common gift that we are offered and share, the 

gift of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Sunday, December 20 The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

In the bleak midwinter, a messenger is prepared… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Mark 1:1-8   

Reflection: Reflect for a moment on the people who taught you about Jesus.  Consider your 

first teachers in the faith.  Consider who teaches you about the faith today.  Now think about the 

ways that you are sharing the faith with others, whether it be with your children, grandchildren, 

or the young people of your community and church.  Someone taught you and it is a blessing 

when you take the time to teach others! 

 

Prayer: Ever communicating God, thank you for sending your messenger John the Baptist who 

prepared the way in the wilderness for the coming of Jesus.  In each of our lives there were 

people who prepared our lives to know the love of your Son.  From parents and grandparents to 

Sunday School teachers to pastors to neighbors, each of us have met our John the Baptists.  As 

we make our way through Advent to Christmas day, may we use our lives to be messengers to 

others so that they too may know the love that we share through Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday, December 21 The Fourth Monday of Advent 

In the bleak midwinter, the angel brings surprising news… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 1:26-33  

Reflection: Life is  rarely short on surprises, especially in 2020.  It must have felt this way for 

Mary and Elizabeth.  Elizabeth is six months pregnant when Mary receives her news - and 

Elizabeth is post-menopausal!  Mary remains with Elizabeth for the remainder of Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy - and she is pregnant, also, but a virgin!  Add to that Zechariah’s mutism.  What 

more could that year bring?  We are not the first to go through a year to remember.  Just as God 

carried Mary, Elizabeth, and Zechariah through their season of surprises, so God continues to 

carry us by the power of the Holy Spirit in the love of Christ Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Surprising God, who would have ever dreamed that you would send a teenaged, virgin 

girl in a Roman-occupied land of Palestine to be the mother of our savior?  When we look back 

on it now it was so obvious, but the reality is you continue to surprise us with your creativity, 

ingenuity, forgiveness and love.  Over the last year we saw the limits of human knowledge and 

ability yet through you, nothing is impossible, even the virgin birth of Jesus.  Thank you for the 

good news of Christ which even today is surprising in the impact he has in our lives.  Amen. 

 

Tuesday, December 22  The Fourth Tuesday of Advent 

In the bleak midwinter, the Word brings light… 

 

Scripture Reading:   John 1:1-5  

Reflection: Imagine what the longest night of the year felt like before the advent of electricity.  

There are hundreds of practical implications.  But, more than anything, it must have been 

extremely inconvenient and extraordinarily creepy.  This pre-Edison age leant a fuller 

understanding of John’s proclamation, “the light shines in darkness.”  If we think of the comfort 

of a light in a bleak, midwinter’s night , we better understand the impact of the light of Jesus in 

the darkness of our lives.  He shines in our inner darkness, and no darkness can ever overcome 

him, however dark we may feel. 

 

Prayer: Brilliant God, whose son shined light into the darkness of our lives, thank you for the 

gift of your light.  At times our lives are filled with light, but we confess, there are times when 

our lives seem to be filled with darkness.  Yet into that darkness you have shined a light which 

the darkness can neither overcome nor even understand.  And we must admit, even we at times 

cannot understand the true power of your light.  Continue to shine brightly into our lives until 

all of the darkness is driven out of our lives and we may come bask only in the brilliance of 

your light, through Christ.  Amen. 

 



Wednesday, December 23 The Fourth Wednesday of Advent 

The bleak midwinter is nearly gone… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Isaiah 9:6-7  

Reflection: The season of Advent has not been about anticipating the birth of Jesus.  It’s been 

about anticipating Jesus’s return.  It’s about longing for the day when Christ will come back to 

make all things new, when our world will experience no more grief, no more sorrow, and no 

more pain.  It’s the anticipation we witness in Isaiah - an anticipation that has been fulfilled in 

the birth of Jesus, and yet hasn’t entirely been fulfilled because he has not yet returned.  It’s a 

paradox and a mystery, but one we live into with hope.  Jesus is coming! 

 

Prayer: Anticipating God, we must admit that regardless of our age we grow with excitement 

as Christmas draws near.  Like a child when school is on break, who has been watching the 

decorations since Thanksgiving, and who has seen mom or grandma baking seemingly endless 

cookies and desserts, we can hardly wait.  Like Isaiah who foretold the coming of Jesus and the 

Jews who had to wait 500 years, we wait with anticipation for the coming of Christ.  Not just in 

his birth in a manger, but also in his promised return.  May we never lose the excitement that 

the anticipated coming of Jesus brings to all who will simply believe.  Amen. 

 

Thursday, December 24             Christmas Eve 

The bleak midwinter ends with the birth of a savior… 

 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 2:4-7  

Reflection: There is no such thing as a perfect Christmas.  Lord knows Mary and Joseph didn’t 

have a perfect Christmas!  Joseph panics over finding a place to stay, Mary gives birth amidst 

farm animals, and they are both far from the support system they love.  It’s hard.  What matters, 

though, isn’t perfection: what matters is Jesus.  Jesus is born to Mary and Joseph this day, and 

that is enough.  Jesus will be born to us tomorrow, and however we may feel about Christmas 

this December, Jesus is enough.   

 

Prayer: Gracious God, as humans we can begin to understand the anticipation, excitement and 

fear that Joseph and Mary must have experienced that night in Bethlehem.  While it was the 

hometown of their ancestor David, there was nowhere for them to stay.  Certainly not an ideal 

situation for the birth of a son let alone, our savior.  Yet, you provided just the right place at just 

the right time, a humble manger stall.  On this eve of the birth of your son, enter our lives anew.  

Help us emotionally, spiritually, and mentally to be in the right place at the right time to allow 

Christ into our lives and in so doing, may we be strengthened and renewed by the miracle that 

we celebrate this night.  In the name of the child born in a manger we pray, amen. 

 



Friday, December 25 Christmas Day 

The bleak midwinter gives way to joyful celebration of new life! 

 

Scripture Reading:   Luke 2:8-14  

Reflection: Today is a day to sing, even if you’re not a particularly good singer.  We are invited 

to make a joyful noise in praise and celebration of Jesus’s birth.  Put the carols on your radio, 

have a seat at your piano even if you haven’t played in years, or have a family sing along.  Let 

go of your bashful inhibitions to focus on the one who has made all things new, and who loves 

you as much as the mother Mary who held him in her arms this day. 

 

Prayer: God of Christmas, our day of celebration has finally arrived.  Thank you for the new 

life that comes when any healthy baby is born but more especially, in the birth of your son.  

Help us to celebrate this day and every day, treating every day as if it were Christmas Day for in 

Christ each day brings new life and we are called to have it abundantly.  But Lord, allow us to 

pause for a moment to join with the heavenly host of two millennia ago singing, “Glory to God 

in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  May the Prince of 

Peace, whose birth we celebrate this day, usher in a new and better life into our lives and into 

the lives of all we know now and into the new year to follow.  In the name of Jesus we pray, 

amen. 

 

 


