
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

The two midwives respected God so they didn’t obey the Egyptian king’s order. Instead, 

they let the baby boys live. 

 - Exodus 1:17 

It cannot be denied that too often the weight of the Christian movement has been on the 

side of the strong and the powerful and against the weak and oppressed - this, despite 

the gospel. 

 - Howard Thurman, 20th Century African-American Theologian 

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 

Prelude 

Announcements 

Prayer of Preparation 

Hymn: All in All/Above All (GPM Instrumental by Ryan Gracey, Dave Petty &  

  Keith Yanda) 

Call to Worship (based on Matthew 4) Liturgist: Barb Clark 

 Leader: Come, let us worship the God of Jacob! 

 People: Let us worship the God of the Israelites! 

 Leader: Come, let us worship the God of Shiphrah and Puah! 

 People: Let us worship the God who sees, the God of hope and courage! 

*Call to Confession  

 In Jesus Christ, our God is a God who gives us hope in our time of repentance.  Let 

 us confess to God our sins using the prayer of confession as found printed in the 

 bulletin. 
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*Unison Prayer of Confession (based on Exodus 1) 

 Holy God, Father, Son and Spirit, we confess this day that we have not been 

 courageous.  We have been complicit in the corruption that overtakes our 

 world.  We have turned a blind eye to oppression. We have ignored the cries of 

 those enslaved by unjust systems.  We have lost hope for a better world, a world 

 that reflects your compassionate Kingdom.  In Jesus name, have mercy on us.  

 Break our hearts for what breaks yours. 

 (Silent Confession) 

 In Christ we pray.  Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon  

 Leader: In Jesus Christ, we are freed to participate in God’s world of making an old 

  world new.  We are forgiven. 

 People: Hallelujah!  Amen! 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Leader: The Word of the Lord! 

 People: Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: Smashing the Pharaoh-Archy Rev. Laura Strauss 

Gospel Reading: Exodus 1:8-21 
8 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, 

“Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10 Come, let us 

deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies 

and fight against us and escape from the land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them 

to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for 

Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that 

the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13 The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing 

tasks on the Israelites, 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick 

and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on 

them. 
15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and 

the other Puah, 16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the 

birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared 

God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18 So 

the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and 

allowed the boys to live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women 

are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife 

comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and 

became very strong. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 

  



 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Joys, Concerns & Testimonies 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S LOVE 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

DEPARTING TO SERVE 

*Benediction 

*Hymn: To Believe (Solo by Shelby Gracey) 

 

*If you are able to do so, please stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to Charlie Mullen (29th) & Jason D’Amico (1st)! 

Stephen Ministers offer caring, Christian friendship and concerned listening to people when 

they need it the most.  SHUP has five (5) trained Stephen Ministers; Evelyn Lape, Karen Heim, 

Carole McCullough, Laura Flaus & Ginny Bowman.  If you would like to talk to a Stephen 

Minister, please contact Evelyn Lape at 412-531-9856.  

Hospital visits by Pastor Laura can be scheduled through the church office.  If you or someone 

you know is having surgery or is in the hospital, please let us know so that Pastor Laura can be 

there to visit and pray with you and your loved ones. 

PRAYER LIST 

April - Laurel Baker, Mia Boccardi, the family of Katie Nelson, Lynne Blanning, Don & 

Christa Tang, Ruth Lerch, Cara, Nancy Harty 

March - family of Audrey Brush, family of Nancy Clinton, Duffner family, Lisa, Kathy, 

Gunner family, Carl Moeller, Jim Ross, people of Nashville, Joyce, Beth Romig, Comstock & 

Holloway families, Lois & Stephen 

Ongoing - Nancy Brumfield, Eneless Frank, Mya Kelly, Joanna, Dick & Phyllis Moore, Patti 

Patterson, Becca, our Mission Co-Workers: Rev. Mark Adams & Miriam Maldonado Escobar 

and their children; Cindy Anna Flor & Nathan who serve at the U.S.-Mexico Border, our sister 

church, Litchenza CCAP in Malawi, Africa, Pabatso Makhalanyane 

 


